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Action Research Report
 

Action Researcher:  ESE Instructor

School: Confidential
County: Flagler

Position/Level:  ESE Teacher, Elementary School, EMH/TMH/Autistic



Baseline information/data about my area of concern: 

1. Three of my ESE, self-contained students (1 trainable mentally handicapped, 2 educable mentally handicapped) were unable to read any words as of December 1, 2004 of this school year.  These students have been involved in a direct instruction reading program called (phonics-based) which is a phonics- based reading program (1 EMH and 1 TMH student have been in the (phonics-based) Program since Kindergarten level and the other EMH student who was new to our school last year has been in the (phonics-based) program since then.  There is no data regarding his reading instruction from previous years, though most likely, it was (phonics-based).  Baseline data was gathered in a 2-day period:

1. Students were asked to read 50 words from a sight/dolch word reading program checklist (the words came from a program called Reading Rocks which is a sight word reading program) and none of the 5 students were able to read any of the words or even begin to sound them out.



Improvement Objective: Given…Who…What…To what level…By when? 

Given instruction using a sight-word reading program as a supplemental instructional reading tool (Reading Rocks), these 3 students will increase their sight word recognition to at least 20 words, and be able to read complete sentences using those words, by April 20th, 2005.



Strategy:

A teacher-directed/student-centered approach to reading using the Reading Rocks reading program developed for students who are not getting the phonics based approach to reading instruction.  Students will participate in reading instruction 30 minutes per day.  Students will use visual/motor skills to develop and increase sight word recognition. Teacher will introduce word showing the picture magnet and word card (picture magnets for nouns and color words only).  Teacher will point to picture and word and say the word.  She then passes it to a student who points and reads, continuing until all students have read the word.  The teacher will put words and eventually sentences on the board and ask students to come to the board to find the matching picture.  Students will place the picture in the chalk drawn picture frame with the word or words underneath the frame.  The students will also place matching words under the picture(s) the teacher has placed in the frame.  Students will read the word(s), sentence(s) from the board and ask the other students to read with him/her.  All students will have a turn to work at the board.  Students will then complete independent reading work at their table, cutting, coloring, pasting, matching words and sentences to pictures or vice versa.  Students will periodically create make and take books to read to teachers and family members.  New sight words will be written in individual student flipbooks, to be studied for homework each night. Each Friday, there will be a fun and informal sight word quiz and students will earn money towards their Friday shopping when they read their words.  At the end of the lesson, students will read follow-up independent work to teacher who will highlight any words student may be having difficulty with so that a parent or family member may help the student review these words.



Rationale: When students are not learning to read or master letter/sound recognition through a phonics-based reading program (Phonics-based), another approach to teaching these students to read must be attempted.  This approach teaches sight word recognition, learning to read the whole word, and not trying to sound out words.  This approach also fosters greater attention to task and interest level because it is a visual/motor (hands-on) reading program.



Monitoring/Evaluation Plan (forms/tools attached):

1. Data grid, Reading Rocks Student Record Word Checklist (dates when word was introduced and dates students were assessed weekly on sight word recognition).

2. Examples of Blackline Master and Workbook pages completed by students.

3. Graph depicting word recognition growth over the 10-week period.



Results -- Evidence of Change:

During baseline data collection, it was determined that none of the 3 students were able to read any of the words from the dolch/sight-word checklist provided by the Reading Rocks program.  Approximately 2 to 3 sight words were introduced each week using the Reading Rocks materials, including the picture magnets and sight words.  When students learned a new word, they almost always were able to read that word correctly on the weekly quiz.  Thirty words were introduced in the 10-week period of this action research project, and at the end of that period, all three students recognized and were able to read all 30 words as well as sentences using those words.

Because the workbooks were activity based, the students were not just reading, but also doing (cutting, pasting, coloring, matching).  I believe the visual/motor learning style of this program has increased the students’ ability to remain interested and focused on the lesson and their follow-up seatwork.  

I noticed a lot more smiles and improved attitudes toward reading as well as an increase in confidence as the students were able to read words for the first time. Reading words and sentences has been such a confidence booster for these children. They are reading their make and take books to me, each other, and their families.  The children love to read their daily follow-up work to me.  We are often late to lunch because they do not want to leave until they have had their chance to read their reading work to me!  One parent wrote that she is so happy that her daughter is reading now and another is insisting her son continue using this type of program for reading next year, because it is the only thing that has worked for him.  

Phonics is not the answer for all students and when students are not getting the phonics approach to reading year after year, other strategies should be attempted.  



Graphed Data to follow:
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